
IFRAO Report No. 46

Minutes of the
2010 IFRAO Business Meeting
Parc de la Préhistoire, Tarascon-sur-Ariège, France, 9 September 2010

Organisations present: American Rock Art Research Association (ARARA), 
represented by Donna Gilette (U.S.A.); Asociación Cultural ‘Colectivo 
Barbaón’ (ACCB), represented by B. Hipólito Collado Giraldo (Spain); Asociación 
Peruana de Arte Rupestre (APAR), represented by Robert G. Bednarik by proxy; 
Associação Brasileira de Arte Rupestre (ABAR), represented by Mila Simões de Abreu 
by proxy; Associação Portuguesa de Arte e Arqueologia Rupestre (APAAR), 
represented by Mila Simões de Abreu (Portugal); Associacion pour le Rayonnement de 
l’Art Pariétal Europeén (ARAPE), represented by Jean Clottes (France); Australian 
Rock Art Research Association (AURA), represented by Robert G. Bednarik 
(Australia); Cave Art Research Association (CARA), represented by Robert G. 
Bednarik (Australia); Centro Europeu de Investigação da Pré-História do Alto Ribatejo 
(CEIPHAR), represented by Mila Simões de Abreu by proxy; Centro Studi e Museo 
d’Arte Preistorica (CeSMAP), represented by Dario Seglie (Italy); Hellenic Rock Art 
Centre (HERAC), represented by Enrico Comba by proxy; Le Orme dell’Uomo, 
represented by Ludwig Jaffe (Italy); Rock Art Society of India (RASI), represented by 
Giriraj Kumar (India); Société Préhistorique Ariège-Pyrénées (SPAP), represented by 
Jean Clottes (France); Welsh Rock Art Organisation (WRAO), represented by Ludwig 
Jaffe by proxy.

The meeting was held at the auditorium of the Jean Clottes Centre, Parc de la 
Préhistoire, Banat near Tarascon-sur-Ariège, near Foix, France, on 9 September 2010, 
and it commenced at 6.45 p.m. In the absence of the President, Niède Guidon of 
ABAR, her representative Mila Simões de Abreu chaired the meeting. The minutes 
were recorded by the Convener, Robert G. Bednarik.

1. Apologies and declaration of proxies. There were no apologies, and five proxies 
were declared as listed above.

2. Confirmation of previous minutes. The minutes of the previous IFRAO Business 
Meeting (Saõ Raimundo Nonato, Piauí, Brazil, 1 July 2009) have been published in 
Rock Art Research 26(2): 244–247. They were accepted unanimously.

3. Matters arising from these minutes. No matters arising from the previous meeting 
were discussed.

4. Report of the IFRAO President. The cost of the 2009 IFRAO congress in Brazil was 
about 2 million euros. This does not include the government’s related upgrading of 
local facilities, including the construction of an airport. Therefore the event has had a 



great impact on the remote local community, and it will be necessary to consider the 
factor of its economic effects on remote regions in the siting of future IFRAO 
congresses. The papers presented at the Brazilian event are now out on DVD and the 
abstracts have been printed. The full versions of the papers, totalling about 1400 pages, 
will be printed in due course.

5. Report of the IFRAO-UNESCO Liaison Officer. A meeting was held in February, 
concerning tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

6. Reports volunteered by IFRAO Representatives:
6.1. ARAPE is publishing INORA and continuing the research work in Chauvet Cave.
6.2. RASI is continuing the EIP (Early Indian Petroglyphs) Project and is active in rock 
art education. It has recently produced a film that has been first shown at this congress.
6.3. CeSMAP reports vandalism to rock paintings in the south-western Alps, and that it 
is continuing its research project in Morocco with IFRAO member Association 
Marocaine d’Art Rupestre (AMAR).
6.4. ACCB is conducting two projects in Extramadura, Spain, holding an exhibition and 
conducting cave site management.
6.5. ARARA has held its meeting in Idaho Falls, is producing its publications, 
maintaining its archives in Deer Valley, and is also conducting site conservation 
programs.
6.6. APAAR collaborates closely with CEIPHAR and its Maçao education program, 
which often recruits its students through IFRAO. APAAR is tracing the Tago River 
latex casts in Portugal and is scheduled to work in Angola. 
6.7. AURA held its latest Inter-Congress Symposium in Broken Hill in October 2009, 
and is continuing its publishing program, maintaining the AURANET web-sites, and 
continuing the PMP (Parietal Markings Project) commenced in 1981.

7. Election of new President. Jean Clottes is unanimously elected as the IFRAO 
President for the next term, 2010 to 2012.

8. Further matters raised by delegates:
8.1. APAAR reports that it has scholarships available for bright students from 
developing countries, and suggests the establishment of an IFRAO global discussion 
list on the Internet.
8.2. ARAPE addresses the format of the present congress’s proceedings. After much 
discussion it is decided that there will be a volume of abbreviated and improved 
versions of all presented papers, to be moderated and edited by the symposium 
chairpersons. The full versions of the papers available have been published on DVD 
already.
8.3. APAAR expresses concern about the increasing incidence of rock art vandalism 
around the world.
8.4. ARARA nominates its 2013 annual meeting, to be held in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, as the IFRAO Congress of that year. After discussion of logistic and practical 



details the proposal is accepted unanimously.
8.5. AURA moves to recognise the efforts of Jean Clottes in conducting the successful 
present congress, to universal acclaim.
8.6. CeSMAP proposes the establishment of an IFRAO-ICOM Liaison Officer and 
offers that Dario Seglie could fill this role. This is accepted by the delegates.

9. Adjournment. The meeting is adjourned at 8.15 p.m.


